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I rode on a horse. It was the first time ever, but somehow, 
it was awesome. Clippety-clop, clippety-clop for about 
two hours. I stared up at the vast sky, thought about what 
lay beyond the horizon, dodged a spray of urine from the 
horse in front—everything was a precious experience. 
When it was all said and done, I couldn’t make use of 
my trip in this story, but I know that this experience will 
surely come in handy someday. Let’s head out again. Yup. 

-NOBUHIRO WATSUKI, 2001 

Nobuhiro Watsuki earned international accolades for 
his first major manga series, Rurouni Kenshin, about a 
wandering swordsman in Meiji Era Japan. Serialized in 
Japans Weekly Shonen Jump from 1994 to 1999, Rurouni 
Kenshin quickly became a worldwide sensation, inspiring a 
spin-off short story (“Yahiko no Sakabato”), an animated TV 
series, and several animated movies. Watsuki s latest series, 
Buso Renkin, also available in English from VIZ Media, 
began publication in Weekly Shonen Jump in June 2003. 
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^ /Imerica in the 19th century. Viu, a young boy 
ImJ who dreams of becoming a gunslinger, lives 
M- in Winston Town, Illinois, with his older sister 
Cissy. One day, Viu meets Marcus Homer, a gunslinger who 
scurried away from the West. With Marcus’s help, Viu stands 
up against two outlaws and manages to apprehend them 
despite getting badly beaten up. When Viu tells Marcus, “I 
want to become stronger,” Marcus makes up his mind to 
resume his quest for “Gun Blaze West,” a promised land he 
once dreamt of—a place where only the strong who are con¬ 
fident of their skills are allowed to set foot. The two vow to 
join together and head toward their goal. When it is learned 
that the outlaws were scouts for the heinous Kenbrown 
Gang, the town prepares for attack. A volunteer defense force 
guards the west trail where they anticipate the gang will pass 
through... When Viu and Marcus approach the guard out¬ 
post during their training, Kenbrowns gang attacks. Marcus 
restrains Viu from charging in and then takes a desperate 
risk, challenging the leader, Kenbrown, to a man-to-man 
duel. Marcus, however, falls to a bullet from the cowardly 
Kenbrowns gun. Marcus entrusts his gun to Viu, who takes 
on the gang without giving an inch, finally managing to gun 
down Kenbrown. 


Five years later, Viu, now 14, heads west. He starts by visit¬ 
ing the city of St. Louis, the “Gateway to the West.” Viu is 
invited into a shabby saloon by a young girl named Carol but 
is harassed by a bouncer named Kevin from the Bella Donna 
saloon across the street. Carol’s older brother Will shows up 
just as a fight is about to start inside the saloon and restrains 
Viu and Kevin with his magnificent rope technique. The sit¬ 
uation calms when Carlo, the owner of Bella Donna, makes 
his appearance. Viu stays the night at Will’s place, where he 


learns that Will too seeks Gun Blaze West. But that night, 


VIU BANNE 

(at age 9) 


Kevin sets fire to Will’s house.. 
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CHAPTER 8: STANCE 


























































WALLS OR 
DOORS 
ANYMORE/1 

im ilv 


























































YOU SAVEV 
YOU R PRECIOUS 
LITTLE SISTER 
FROM OETTINO 
BARBECUEV!! 































IP YOU WON'T 

eve n BARe your 
tpsth, You'Re 
LIKE T\\e LOWeST 
KINP OF V0& THAT 
JUST RUNS AWAY 
WITH ITS TAIL 

BerweeN its 



...WAS NEVER 
HEARD FROM 
AOAIN AFTER 
SETTING OUT ON 
HIS THIRD OUN 
BLAZE WEST 
EXPEDITION FIVE 
/EARS A&O... 


-OUR 
\ \ FATHER 



















PONT 

WORRY. 


V 

I'll 5EE 
TO IT THAT 
HE NEVER 
SPICKS 
PIOHT 
WIITH YOU 

V AOAIN. 














































ANP SO, PESPITE SOME PISAPPROVING LOOKS FROM THOSE INVOLVEP, HERE 
IS THE USUAL COMICS BONUS CORNER, PRESENTER WITH A FEW CHANGES IN 
FORMAT. 

IN THIS BOOK, I GAVE TOP PRIORITY TO "THIS IS THE SORT OF CHARACTER I 
WANT TO PRAW/" ANP ELIMINATEP WHAT I WOULP CALL MOTIFS TO THE GREA¬ 
TEST EXTENT POSSIBLE, TRYING HARP TO KEEP IT LIMITEP TO AN "IMAGE 
ZONE." AS FOR WHETHER OR NOT THAT ATTEMPT WENT WELL, LOOKING AT 
THE RESULTS, QUITE FRANKLY, I FEEL IT WENT PRETTY BAPLY. 

FROM HERE ON, WITH APOLOGIES, I'P LIKE TO COMPRISE THIS CORNER OP 
THREE MAIN ASPECTS: CONCEPT, IMAGE ZONE ANP RESIGN. 

FIRST, THE MAIN CHARACTER: VIU BANNES. 


CONCEPT: VIU CAME ABOUT FROM MY STRONG WISH TO PO A 
SHONEN-TYPE MAIN CHARACTER. 

CHARACTER FILE #01 



VIU BANNES 

HOWEVER, I STRUGGLEP MIGHTILY BECAUSE IT APPEAREP THAT MY 
SENSIBILITIES WERE WAY OFF FOR A SHONEN TITLE. CWHEN YOU REALLY THINK 
ABOUT IT, MY PREVIOUS WORK, RUROUN! KEN SHIN, WAS WAY OFF WITH A 
THIRTY-ISH MAIN CHARACTER, KENSHIN, WHO HAP ALREAPY BEEN MARRIEP.) 
AS I SQUIRMER MY WAY THROUGH THAT SERIES, X WAS FORCER TO JUMP 
INTO THE NEXT SERIES WITH HARPLY ANY PREPARATION BECAUSE THE 
SCHEPULE FOR THE NEXT SERIAL HAP ALREAPY BEEN SET. Cl TOUCH ON THE 
CIRCUMSTANCES IN THE EPILOGUE OF THE NEXT ANP FINAL VOLUME. WITHOUT 
POING SO, IT WOULP BE IMPOSSIBLE TO WRAP UP GUN BLAZE WEST.l AFTER 
THAT, I FOUNP MYSELF JUST FRANTICALLY FILLING UP PAGES WITHOUT 
KNOWING WHAT I WAS POING. QUITE FRANKLY, IN THE ENP, THE STORY 
CONCLUPEP WITH ME HAVING LOST SIGHT OF VIU'S CHARACTER TO THE VERY 
ENP. IT WAS EXTREMELY UNFORTUNATE. 

I HOPE TO ONE PAY REVIVE THE CHARACTER, GIVING SERIOUS THOUGHT TO 
VIU BANNES ANP WHAT I WANTEP TO PO THROUGH HIS CHARACTER ANP WHAT 
IT IS I WANTEP TO PRAW. 


CHAPTER 9: 
DEADLY 
TARGET 
































AS A PENALTY, - h-r-j— 

THE LOSER WILL / \\ 

BECOME THE TAROETt^\ | I | 
OF OUR QUESTS, jd&f-JUj, 
WHO ARE WAITING ifcA Ifc 
QUITE ANXIOUSLY /I T |Uft(W 
UPSTAIRS. AJbWPwI 


H IN THE EVENT 

l A PUELER HITS A PART 
I OF THE OPPONENT'S 
J BODY OTHER THAN THE 
?(\ TARQET, THAT PERSON 
IMMEPIATELY BECOMES 
1A\ THE LOSER. 



YOU'RE THE 
WARM-UP ACT 
ANQ A KIP, 
SO NO ONE'S 
EXPECTING AS 
COOL A TARQET 
AS MINE. 


I PON'T , 
MINP AT ALL 
IF YOU QET 
SCAREP ANP 
PRAW A TINY 
ONE ON 
YOUR ARM / 
OR LEO./ 



THINK V-E-R-Y 
* CAREFULLY 
II BEFORE 
tr DRAWINQ IT, 

|| OR ELSE YOU'LL 
REALLY ENP 
v\ UP &cmcr TO 
4\ THE OTHER 
□ \ WORLD. 


WE'VE REAPIEP 
ALL THE QUNS 
YOU NEEP 
UNPER THE 
kCOUNTERS. 




























































WHO'RE 

YOU'RE 

CALLING 

SLOW?! 

STUPIP 





















MORE 

IMPORTANTLY, 
SHOULC? YOU 
BE LOOKING 
Amy? 


DON'T LOOK 
AT ME. 
THE GUESTS 
ARE THE 
JUDGES HERE. 
AND THEIR 
RULING IS 
v FINAL. 





























COULDN'T 
HAVE GONE 
UNDER THE 
FLOOR¬ 
BOARDS?! 

















































IF YOU 
INSIST ON 
CON¬ 
TINUING... 


^ A 

FIGHT YOU 
ORIGIN^LL-y I 

you pickep hv 















I'll KILL. YOU 
BOTH AT TUB 
SAtAB TIME 
WITH THESE 
POCKET 
SHOTOUNS... 






















IT'S A ROPE 
TECHNIQUE 
I PEVELOPEP 
ANP IMPROVEP 
OVER TEN yEARS. 
THAT WOULP BE 
INPISPENSABLE 
PURING THE 
EXPEPITION. 


THIS 

“ROPE SPECIAL'' 
IS SOMETHING 
I LEARNEP IN 
PREPARATION 
FOR THE P AY 
I SET OUT FOR 
GUN SLAZE 
WEST. 






SOURCE OF THE I MACE: FRANKLY, THERE WAS NONE FOR VIU. 
AFTER ALL, THE SITUATION WAS AS I PESCRIBEP ON PACE 26... 

HOWEVER, THERE WAS ONE FOR VIU AS A KIP (THEREAFTER LITTLE 
VIU). THERE WAS A LOT OF CONJECTURE, BUT THE IMAOE 
SOURCE FOR KIP VIU WAS THE YOUNO LAP JOHNNY BOY WHO 
APPEAREP IN A PROVIPER 0 COMMERCIAL THAT WAS SHOWING ON 
TV AT THE TIME. 

IN INSTALLMENTS 1 THROUGH 5 WHICH COMPRISEP THE 
PROLOOUE, THE REASON THERE WERE SO MANY SCENES WHERE 
VIU POES NOTHING BUT RUN IS BECAUSE I WAS INFLUENCEP BY 
THE STRANOE ANP WONPERFUL SCENE FROM A COMMERCIAL 
WHERE JOHNNY BOY, WITH A PONUT IN HIS MOUTH, ANP HIS PAP 
RUN AWAY. "LISTEN, JOHNNY BOY, THINK OF ANYONE WHO TRIES 
TO MAKE YOU PAY, EVEN THE PRESIPENT, AS YOUR ENEMY/" 



PESION: X HAP SET IT FROM THE START THAT HIS HAIR BE SHORT 
ANP SHOW HIS EYEBROWS. HOWEVER, BECAUSE THE SITUATION 
WAS AS PESCRIBEP ON PAOE 26, IT WAS MOSTLY A PESION 
CREATEP OFF THE TOP OF MY HEAP. 

THE MAIN CHARACTER IS USUALLY PRAWN ANP REFINEP OVER ANP 
OVER BEFORE SERIALIZATION TO BECOME FAMILIAR WITH IT, BUT 
THAT PROCESS WAS COMPLETELY NONEXISTENT, SO PIP VIU'S 
HAIR EVER CHANOE. TOWARP THE ENP, I CAVE UP ANP SAIP, 
"I PON'T CARE ALREAPY IF HIS BANOS HAN# OVER." SORRY. 

THAT'S HOW IT WAS WITH VIU, BUT I REALLY LIKE THE PESION OF 
HIS CLOVES. BUT WHO KNOWS, IT COULP BE A FAULTY, PANOER- 
OUS-TO-THE-EXTREME PESION THAT WOULP LET HIS ENTIRE ARM 
OET BLOWN OFF IF THE OUN EVEN PARTIALLY MISFIREP. 

ON A SIPE NOTE, THE ENOLISH SPELLING OF VIU'S NAME, VIU 
BANNES, WAS SOMETHIN# I HAP A FRIENP WHOM I MET PURINO 
MY TRAVELS ACROSS AMERICA COME UP WITH. THANK YOU, 

MR. R. 



CHAPTER 10: 

WILL RISING 




























































































































56 









































































































CONCEPT: IN TANPEM WITH MY INTENTION TO MAKE VIU A SHONEN-TYPE MAIN 
CHARACTER, I THOUGHT OF MAKING MARCUS A PATHETIC UNDERDOG, 
mo LOOKED LIKE A LOSER, WASN'T STRONG, AND WHO WAS MORE OR LESS 
A CHARACTER UNLIKE THOSE IN SHONEN STORIES. 

ALTHOUGH THE BASICS FOR AN APULT CHARACTER IN HIS POSITION IS 
SOMEONE COOL ANP STRONG ENOUGH FOR THE MAIN CHARACTER TO APMIRE ANP 
ASPIRE TO BECOME, SOMEHOW FOR MARCUS, THAT WAS THE IMAGE THAT POPPED 
INTO MY MINP FROM THE VERY START. AN APULT THAT ACTS LIKE A CHILP ANP A 
CHLP THAT ACTS LIKE AN APULT--THAT WAS THE RELATIONSHIP BETWEEN VIU 
ANP MARCUS THAT I WANTEP TO PORTRAY. 

PERSONALLY, MARCUS IS A CHARACTER I REALLY LIKE, ANP I'P LIKE, IN SOME 
WAY OR FORM, TO BRING HIM BACK SOMEHOW. 

IMAGE SOURCE: AS WAS THE CASE WITH LITTLE VIU, THE IMAGE SOURCE FOR 
MARCUS WAS JOHNNY BOY'S PAP, WHO APPEARED IN THE PROVIDER O 
COMMERCIALS. HE SEEMEP TOTALLY GOOP FOR NOTHING, BUT HE GOT ALONG 
WITH HIS CHILPREN ANP NEVER SPOILEP THEM. SOMEHOW, I THINK THAT'S 
GREAT. 

CHARACTER FILE #02 



A/MRCUS worn R 


ANYWAY, I REALLY LOVEP THE PROVIDER 0 COMMERCIALS. I SHOULP HAVE 
RECORPEP THEM. TOO BAP. I REGRET IT NOW. 

RESIGN: AIMING FOR THE LOOK OF A LOSER, I CHOSE THE ONE THAT HAP THE 
MOST INTERESTING FLAVOR FROM AMONG ABOUT FOUR RESIGNS. 

THE SCRUFFY BEARP, HUNCHEP SHOULPERS, LONG TRUNK, SHORT LEGS 
ANP BOWLEGGEP STANCE MAKE IT A RESIGN FEMALE REAPERS WOULP LIKELY 
SHY AWAY FROM, BUT IT WAS QUITE WELL-RECEIVEP AMONG MY FRIENPS ANP 
ACQUAINTANCES. I ALSO LIKEP IT A GREAT PEAL AS WELL. 

WHILE MARCUS'S ATTIRE WAS SLIGHTLY DIFFERENT FROM TYPICAL GUNSLIN¬ 
GER WEAR, HE LOOKER LIKE A GUNSLINGER-THAT WAS WHAT I STROVE FOR 
ANP CREATEP BY STUPYING MANY RESOURCES. THE FOCUS IS ON THE FRONT 
THIGH POCKETS WHICH LOOK LIKE SOMETHING ONE MIGHT EXPECT, BUT PON'T 
SEE, ON TOPAY'S WEAR. 


ON A SIPE NOTE, AS I OPEN UP MY SKETCHBOOK TO THE FIRST PRAWINGS OF 
MARCUS, I NOTICE HE LOOKS A BIT LIKE SOMEONE I AM DEEPLY INPEBTEP TO. 
CTHE ACTUAL PERSON IS NOT A LOSER OF A MAN LIKE MARCUS. IN FACT, HE IS 
THE EXACT OPPOSITE: A NEAT GUY.) 


CHAPTER 11: 
CIRCUS WONDER 




V IF WE COULD 
OET THERE 
^ WITH SUCH A 
7 HAPHAZARD METHOD, 
IT WOULDN'T HAVE 
BECOME A LEOEND' 


THE SUREST ROUTE 
IS TO FOLLOW THE 
DOTTED LINE ON < 
THIS MAP AND HEAD 
SOUTH FIRST. ' 



HH 
























































E & W CEA ST AND WEST) LITTLE CIRCUS 















FROM JAPAN, 
AN ISLANP 
COUNTRY IN 
THE FAR BAST. 
THE BLOOP OF 
THE SAMURAI 
RUNS 

THROUGH HER 
VEINS, THE 
"LAPY BLAPE 
MASTER"... 





















































































« READ J. 
THIS« 
WAY V 
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THEIR DREAMS WERE 
SHATTERED By THE 
UNFAMILIAR LAND AND WORK, 
cTHEIR ATTEMPT AT SETTLING 
>->- HERE FAILED IN JUST~._ 
ONE YEAR... X 


THE GROUP OF TWENTy-THREE 

-IMMIGRANTS PLUS ONE-—-- 

' SEPARATED AND SCATTERED. - 
■ SOME WENT BACK TO JAPAN, 

OTHERS DISAPPEARED IN 

the wilderness. 


( but it gets 
WORSE 
FROM HERE 
V ON... 


he/, X 

JUST A XA 
MINUTE/ 


/ I WAS TRAINED 

7 IN My ACT FOR 

I \ A SLICE OF 
BREAD A DAy. 
SO TOUCHING... 
/X \ TOUCHING... 


SO SAD... 

I WAS STILL 
yOUNG, SO I WAS 
SOLD TO THIS 
SHABBy CIRCUS. 


mil, it 

> SEEMEP LIKE 
4 FUN STORY 
TO TELL/ 



Apr THAT'S NOT TRUEJ 

( - XT WAS LITTLE 

\W COLICE HERE WHO 

> RINGMASTER *&? FOLLOWING 
RODRIGEZ COULDN'T us EVEN AFTER 
STAND TO SEE HER m CHASED 
LIKE THAT, SO HE HER AWAv: 

TOOK HER IN AND 
BECAME HER A. 

POSTER PARENT. 1\H\ WW 

























CONCEPT: WITH COLICS, THE HEROINE OP THIS VOLUME, APPEARING QUITE 
LATE, CISSy WAS INTRODUCE? AS A SUBSTITUTE HEROINE. I MADE HER VERy 
CONVENTIONAL IN ORDER FOR HER TO BEAR TWO ROLES: THAT OF LITTLE VIU'S 
QUARDIAN AND AN AVERAGE PERSON WITH COMMON SENSE. 

AT FIRST, SHE WAS NOT A TEACHER, BUT AT THE SUOOESTION OF MY EDITOR, 
WHO WANTED TO INSERT A SCHOOL SCENE IF POSSIBLE, SHE BSCAMS A 
TEACHER. IN THE END, I ONLy INSERTED THAT PARTICULAR SCENE AT THE START 
OF NUMBER 2. HMMM... 


CHARACTER FILE *03 



CISSy &ANNE5 

IMA&S SOURCE: THERE WAS ABSOLUTELy NONE FOR CISSy. THERE WAS NO TIME, 
SO I COULDN'T THINK IT THROUGH THOROUOHLy. 


DESIQN: I DID THIS PRACTICALLy OFF THE TOP OP MY HEAD BECAUSE I HAD NO 
TIME. I DREW HER AS A VERy CONVENTIONAL ANQLO-SAXON WOMAN. OIVEN THAT, 
THOUOH, IT'S A DESIQN X SORT OF LIKE. 


ON A SIDE NOTE, I PUT CLASSES ON HER TO MATCH THE FACT SHE WAS A 
TEACHER, BUT I NEVER CONSIDERED HER A "CLASSES QIRL." 


n 


CHAPTER 12: 

SIGN TO THE WEST 

!r 

HH 
















'ITy'S^ULK?' 

T^IE/HINWr 

>uKj^laze 



















































you KEEP 
INSULTING ME 
BY CALLING- 




































































































TO ME, 
PIOHTINO IS 
4 LAST RESORT, 
SO I WON'T 
FIOHT NOW, 


BUT WHEN 
THE TIME 
COMES, I'LL 
GO All OUT 
AS mu. 




I CAN'T STOP 
THEIR YOUTHFUL 
ENERGY .. .EUT WITH 
THEIR CURRENT 
STRENGTH, THESE 
TWO WILL MOST 
CERTAINLY... / 



EVEN NOW, 
IP HE OETS 
SERIOUS, 
THEY SAY 
HE COULP 
EVEN POPOE 
BULLETS. 



IN HIS yOUNOER 
VATS, RINOMASTER 
USEP TO BE AN 
AWESOMELY STRONO 
OUTLAW IN THE 
TERRITORY OP UTAH. 
THEY CALLEP HIM THE 
"WESTERN PHANTOM." 


















CONCEPT: HE'S A CHARACTER I CONSIPER 
A CONVENTIONAL "EVIL OUTLAW." 

AT THE START, I OAVE A LOT OF THOUGHT TO "HOW 
BEST PO I ACCUSTOM REAPERS IN A SIMPLE WAY TO 
UNPERSTANP THE WORLP OF A WESTERN, 
SOMETHING THAT THEY ARE NOT TOO FAMILIAR 
WITH?" POINO THAT, HOWEVER, APPEAREP TO HAVE 
LEP TO SHACKLING- BOTH THE CHARACTERS ANP 
STORY ANP PREVENTEP THEM FROM REALLY 
PEVELOPING. WHEN I THINK ABOUT IT NOW, I FEEL 
VERY SORRY FOR THIS CHARACTER. X SHOULP HAVE 
SPICEP HIM UP MUCH MORE. 

IMAGE SOURCE: HE IS THE IMAGE, AS-IS, OF 
A TYPICAL "EVIL OUTLAW." 


CHARACTER PILE #04 



WILL !AM KBNBROWN 


PESIGN: I MAPE A VERY SIMPLISTIC PECISION THAT 
AN "EVIL OUTLAW" NEEPEP A BLACK TEN'GALLON 
HAT ANP BLACK SUIT. HIS PECULIAR JUTTING JAW 
ANP LONG, SLENPER ARMS ANP LEGS WERE A 
PRODUCT OF MY UNCHANGING PENCHANT FOR 
"WANTING TO PRAW SOMETHING WEIRP//" I LIKE IT 
A LOT. 

ON A SIPE NOTE, KENBROWN HAS A JUNIOR. THERE 
WAS A STORY PROPOSAL FOR HIM TO LATER BE COME 
VIU'S SELF-PROCLAIMEP RIVAL. I WAS THINKING OF 
JUNIOR BECOMING AN ENJOYABLE ANP STRONGLY 
UNIQUE GANG CHARACTER. I WISH I COULP HAVE 
PRAWN HIM... 



CHAPTER 13: SHOOTING TRAINING 








































...SO IT'S 
NOT THAT 
HE DOESN'T 
POSSESS 
TALENT... 










JUPOINO BY THE 
WAY IT LOOKS, 
I'M 6UESSIN6 
HIS £UN IS AN 
EARLY EPITION 
COLT SAA*. 


COLT SINSLE ACTION ARMY 


THEN WHY 
PIP YOU &0 
THROUGH THE 
TROUBLE OF... 



THE PISTANCE 
I SET HIM 
UP AT IS 
15 METERS... 
THREE TIMES 
\ GREATER. 


f A PERSON \ 
WITH EXPERI¬ 
ENCE OR 
WHO'S PUT IN 
^ SOME SERIOUS 
^ HOURS IS ONE i 
THINS... J 
...BUT AT HIS 
LEVEL NOW, \ / 

HE COULP FIRE / 

HUNPREPS OF / f 

ROUNPS ANP \ 

NEVER HIT HIS \\ 1 

TARSET PEAP \\ \ 

CENTER. \ x 


THAT'S 
RISHT. THE 
ACCURACY OF 
A PISTOL IS 
ACTUALLY 
A LOT LESS 
THAN WHAT 
PEOPLE WHO 
PON'T USE 
PISTOLS 
THINK. 
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...GUYS WHO PON'T KNOW 
THEIR PLACE COME OUT OF 
THE WOOPWORK SEEKING- 
GUN ELAZE WEST. 


123 






/ thavs 

> / RI6HT, 

r / 7PDr) 


^ THE 
0NCE-4-PEC4PE 
YEAR WHERE, 
ACCORPINS TO 
SUN 3L4ZE 
WEST TRADITION, 
THE STRONGEST 
^ IS PECIPEP. 


m 







SO YOU 

set, kip.. 




























CONCEPT: SINCE VIU AND CORICE ARB CHARACTERS WITH SOME TRAITS ONE WOULD NOT 
NORMALLY EXPECT, I CONCEIVED OF WILL AS A CHARACTER THAT WOULD FOLLOW 
THEM BOTH. IN OTHER WORDS, HE IS THE INTELLECTUAL CHARACTER OF THE THREE 
TYPES-—INTELLECTUAL, EMOTIONAL, AND VOLITIONAL--OF CHARACTERS. CJUST FYI, VIU IS 
THE VOLITIONAL AND COLICE IS THE ALL-AROUND CHARACTER WHO POSSESSES ALL THE 
TRAITS.) 

UNLIKE VIU WHO HAD AN INFATUATION WITH STRENGTH OR COLICE WITH HER CURIOSITY, 

MY INITIAL CONCEPT OF WILL WAS AN INTELLECTUAL WITH A MORE ACADEMIC APPROACH TO 
SEEKING SUN BLAZE WEST BUT WHO, WHEN THE TIME CAME, BATTLED BY COMBINING 
KNOWLEDGE WITH COURAOE TO CREATE WISDOM. I THOUGHT THIS WAS TOO CONSERVATIVE, 
HOWEVER, SO I HURRIEDLY ADDED ON THE BOUNCER ELEMENT. IN HINDSIGHT, HOWEVER, 

I THINK THAT THIS NEUTRALIZED HIS STRONGEST CHARACTERISTIC, THAT OF BEINO AN 
INTELLECTUAL, MAKING- HIS CHARACTER WEAKER. I REGRET THAT. 

SINCE VIU, COLICE AND WILL BEGAN MAKING THEIR MOVE ONLY AFTER THE THREE OF THEM 
GOT TOGETHER, WILL SERVED WELL AG THE VOICE OF REASON. I'D LIKE TO TRY ONCE AGAIN 
SOMETIME AT DOING AN INTELLECTUAL-TYPE CHARACTER. 

CHARACTER FILE #05 


WILL- JOHNSTON 

IMAGE SOURCE: MY IMAGE SOURCE FOR WILL WAS THE ECCENTRIC YOUNG QUENTIN WHO WAS 
TREATED LIKE AN OUTCAST BY THE REST OF HIS SCHOOL IN THE MOVIE OCTOBER SIC/. THOSE WHO 
HAVE SEEN THE MOVIE MIGHT THINK, “WHAT? HE'S ENTIRELY DIFFERENT/" BUT IT WAS QUENTIN'S 
SINGLE-MINDED DILIGENCE IN HIS STUDIES DESPITE COMING FROM A POOR FAMILY THAT BECAME MY 
IMAGE SOURCE FOR WILL. 


OCTOBER SKY IS AN UNSPECTACULAR FILM, BUT IT IS A GOOD MOVIE. I RECOMMEND IT WITH 
CONFIDENCE TO ANYONE WHO HAS EVEN ONCE DREAMED OF OUTER SPACE OR WHO IS A FAN OF 
STANO BY ME. 


DESIGN: HERE AGAIN, SINCE VIU AND COLICE DO NOT LOOK LIKE WHAT ONE MIGHT NORMALLY 
EXPECT IN A WESTERN, I MADE WILL LOOK AS MUCH AS POSSIBLE LIKE A TYPICAL BOY IN A 
WESTERN. 

ON ONE ASPECT, WILL'S HEIGHT, I WAS VERY PARTICULAR. IN MY PREVIOUS WORK, RUROUNI 
HENSHIN, I LOOKED FOR SOME WAY TO BLEND THE HEIGHTS OF THE CHARACTERS WHO ENDED UP 
AT OPPOSITE ENDS OF THE SCALE. CFOR EXAMPLE, IT WAS QUITE DIFFICULT TO HAVE AOSHI AND 
MISAO STAND NATURALLY NEXT TO EACH OTHER IN THE SAME PANEL.) AS A TEST, I TRIED THIS, 
THAT AND A LOT OF DIFFERENT THINGS. I HAD A BIT OF SUCCESS, I THINK. 

ON A SIDE NOTE, THE IDEA FOR THE COMPASS IN WILL'S POSSESSION CAME FROM A GOOD 
NOVELIST FRIEND OF MINE. THANK YOU, MR. K. 





















SVEN IF YOU 
WEREN'T ABLE 
TO RETURN FIRE 
BECAUSE OF My 
SPEEP, X WASN'T 
EXPECTING yOU TO 
AVOID ME POINTING 

My oun at you. 
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CONCEPT: WITH WILL'S CHARACTER ESTABLISHED CAROL'S CHARACTER 
WAS COMPLETE, SO X RIP NOT OIVE HER VERY PEEP THOUGHT. 

THIS WAS PURINO THE TIME WHEN X WAS IN THE WORST POSSIBLE CONPITION 
ANP BOTH MY MINP ANP BOPY WERE IN SHAMBLES, SO I COULPN'T PUT TOO 
MUCH THOUGHT INTO HER. 

IN THE BEOINNINO, I THOUGHT OF WILL'S FAMILY AS BEINO COMPRISEP OF 
HIS PARENTS, A YOUNOER BROTHER ANP TWO YOUNOER SISTERS, BUT 
WITH SO MANY PEOPLE, I PIPN'T THINK I COULP MAKE THE STORY COME 
TOGETHER WELL, SO I BOLPLY REPUCEP IT TO JUST HIS FATHER ANP YOUNOER 
SISTER. BUT REALLY, I ABSOLUTELY PIPN'T OIVE IT ANY FURTHER 
THOUGHT... REAPING OYER MY WORK, SHE WAS SO CONSIPERATE OF HER 
OLPER BROTHER, SO I SHOULP HAVE PUT MORE THOUGHT INTO HER...I HAVE 
NOTHING BUT REORETS ABOUT THAT. 

IMAOE SOURCE: SINCE I WAS IN THE CONPITION I PESCRIBEP ABOVE, 
THERE WAS ABSOLUTELY NONE AT ALL. IF I HAP TO SAY SOMETHING, IT'P 
BE QUENTIN'S YOUNOER SISTER CANP YOUNOER BROTHER) FROM 
OCTOBER SIC/. 

CMARACT6R FILE #06 



CAROL JOHNSTON 


PESION: AS I STATEP ABOVE C*SNIP*5. I TRIEP MAKINO HER IN THE IMAOE 
OF A TYPICAL COUNTRY OIRL WITH PIOTAILS. LOOKING AT HER CARE¬ 
FULLY, YOU CAN SEE THE MARKS OF MY SEARCH FOR A NEW LOOK THAT 
IS PIFFERENT FROM THE YOUNO OIRL CHARACTERS I HAP ALREAPY PONE. 
THEY ARE THE MARKS OF MY EFFORTS TO ACHIEVE SOMETHING EVEN WHEN 
MY MINP ANP BOPY WERE IN SHAMBLES. YES. 

ON A SIPE NOTE, LOOKING CAREFULLY AT HER, CAROL'S CLOTHES ARE THE 
UNIFORM WORN BY THE WAITRESSES AT A COFFEE SHOP I ONCE FRE¬ 
QUENTER PURINO MY YOUNOER PAYS, BUT WHICH HAS SINCE CLOSER 
POWN. WHAT WAS I UNCONSCIOUSLY PRAWINO? 




WHERE'RE YOU 
MBAVBV AT THIS 
HOUR? H BY! 
























£P 

ON PUSHING 
FORWARD/ 








































owe ME 
SUPPORT! 














YOU VOn T 
CET ANY 
SECOND 
CHANCES. 
PREPARE 



I'M NOT/ 

IP I'P HAVE 
HAP BULLETS 
IN MY CUN, 

I COULP HAVE 
TAKEN YOU!! 



































CONCEPT: A CRAZY GUNMAN. FOR MY VILLAIN, I THOUGHT ABOUT 
WHAT MIGHT BE THE EASIEST TYPE TO DRAW— ONE THAT WOULD 
KEEP THE STORY MOVING CRISPLY WITHOUT CREATING A DETAILED 
BACK STORY—AND CAME UP WITH THE CONCEPT OF KEVIN. 

KEVIN WAS ACTUALLY EASY TO DRAW, BUT HE WAS SO EASY TO DRAW 
THAT HE TURNED INTO QUITE A POOR CHARACTER WITH NOTHING 
BEHIND HIM. 

I ATTEMPTED TO DEFINE HIM WITH THE SHOTGUN, BUT HE BECAME 
QUITE UNSPECTACULAR IN A MANNER THAT HAPPENS IN MANGA AIMED 
AT YOUNG MALES. IN ACTUALITY, A SHOTGUN HAS INCOMPARABLE 
DESTRUCTIVE POWER COMPARER TO A PISTOL, BUT AGAINST AN 
OPPONENT USING SUPERHUMAN ABILITIES ALL OVER THE PLACE, 
HE DIDN'T STAND A CHANCE. 


CHARACTER FILE #07 



"TARfrBT" KEVIN 

IMAGE SOURCE: THE CONCEPT WAS OF A CRAZY VILLAIN, SO IN THE 
COURSE OF PLAYING A GAME OF ASSOCIATION WHERE WE ASKED, 
"SHOULD HIS UPPER BODY BE BARE?", "SHOULD HE WEAR A JACKET 
OVER HIS BARE UPPER BODY?" HE TURNED OUT LIKE THIS. 

DESIGN: TO THE PROCESS I DESCRIBED ABOVE, I ADDED THE "DESIRE 
TO DRAW SOMETHIN# STRANGE" THAT'S A PART OF MY NATURE TO 
COME UP WITH KEVIN'S DESIGN. THE MAIN POINTS ARE HIS HUGE 
TRIANGULAR EYES AND ELONGATED PUPILS. 

THE TRUTH IS, I SORT OF LIKE THIS DESIGN. X THINK "HE'D BE 
A DESIGN WE COULD USE AS AN IDIOSYNCRATIC MAIN CHARACTER." 
NO, MAYBE NOT. 

ON A SIDE NOTE, THE BULL'S-EYE ON HIS CHEST WAS A "SHOOT ME IF 
YOU CAN" WAY OF SHOWING OFF KEVIN'S CRAZINESS, BUT AT THE 
SUGGESTION OF MY EDITOR, IT BECAME THE START OF THE IDEA FOR 
THE TARGET BATTLE. 



CHAPTER 16 : VIOLENT ATTACK 


































































































































PIP YOU 
THINK MY 






















rbavy 

FOR 

AN 

INJURY 

OR 



































































ARE YOU 
REALLY IN A 
POSITION TO 
BE WORRYING 
ABOUT 
OTHERS? 




























































BECOME 
STRONGER, 
VfUBANNES! 
STRONGER 
THAN YOU 
ARE NOW... 









CONCEPT: COUCE IS MY "ABSOLUTE ANP PERFECT BATTLE HEROINE" CREATEP FROM REVIEWING MY PRE¬ 
VIOUS WORK, RUROUN! KENSbUN, ANP MY OWN WISHES. 

IT SEEMS ALMOST AS IF THE CHARACTERS ONLY BEGAN MOVING WHEN COLICE APPEAREP ANP THE THREE 
WERE TOGETHER. THAT'S HOW MUCH I LIKE THIS CHARACTER. 

COLICE IS THE STRONGEST OF THE THREE, POESN'T WORRY MUCH, ANP HAS A STRAIGHTFORWARP 
PERSONALITY. SHE POSSESSES THE VITALITY TO LIVE BY HERSELF IN A FOREION LANP, ANP REALLY HAS 
NO SHORTCOMINOS, WHICH IS WHAT CAUSES HER TO TAKE ACTION, BUT SHE WAS A CHARACTER WHO 
WAS PIFFICULT TO WORK INTO THE PRAMA OF THE STORY. COH, PERHAPS THAT'S HER SHORTCOMINO, 
MAYBE?) 

COLICE IS AN OLPER SISTER TYPE OF CHARACTER WHO SOMETIMES ACTS SILLY WITH VIU, OR SOMETIMES 
PISCUSSES THINOS WITH WILL. SHE OPENLY REFLECTS THE WATSUKI INFATUATION WITH OLPER 
PEOPLE THAT OOES AOAINST THE TRENPS IN SOCIETY. HEROINES SHOULP, AFTER ALL, BE FILLEP WITH 
MY OWN PERSONAL PREFERENCES/ 

NOT ONLY IS COLICE ONE OF THE FEW GUN BLAZE WEST CHARACTERS THAT I LIKE, SHE WAS RELATIVELY 
WELL PRAWN, ANP I'P LIKE SOMEHOW TO REVIVE HER CHARACTER. ON AN UNRELATEP NOTE, I'P LIKE TO 
TAKE ON THE CHALLENGE OF POING A STORY BASEP ON A BATTLE HEROINE ONE MORE TIME. 

IMAGE SOURCE: NOTHING IN PARTICULAR. IF I HAP TO NAME SOMETHING, IT WAS A VERY SIMPLE THING 
THAT COT ME STARTEP: I LOOKEP AT THE WORKS OF MY MANGA ARTIST FRIENPS, ANP THOUGHT, ”I'P 
LIKE TO PRAW SOMETHING LIKE THAT, TOO." 


CHARACTER FILE #03 



COUCB SAITOH C6AT0 KORISU) 


RESIGN: I PESIGNEP COLICE BY TRYING MANY PIFFERENT THINGS. SINCE I HAP A VERY TOUGH TIME 
PRAWING THE HAIR OF THE HEROINES IN MY PREVIOUS WORK, RUROUN IKENSH/N, I PECIPEP AT THE 
START TO PART HER HAIR IN SECTIONS. LIKE WITH VIU, I WANTEP TO SHOW HER EYEBROWS, SO I MAPE 
HER HAIR IN FRONT HANG LOOSELY ANP APPEP SOME NEEPEP VOLUME AT THE SIPES. I PECIPEP ON 
SEMI-LONG HAIR IN BACK WITH AN OUTWARP CURL TO BRING OUT A SENSE OP BUOYANCY. FOR HER 
EYES, I TRIEP INCORPORATING THE CURRENT TRENP, BUT I WAS PISAPPOINTEP THAT IT SEEMEP LIKE I 
PIPN'T PUT ENOUGH WORK INTO THEM. AS FOR HER COSTUME, AFTER REAPING CARPCAPTOR SAKURA BY 
CLAMP SENSEI, ANP PESPITE THINKING IT WAS BEYONP MY ABILITIES, I THOUGHT, "GEE, I'P LIKE TO PRAW 
A FRILLY COSTUME LIKE THAT" ANP PECIPEP TO GIVE IT A TRY. I BASEP THE COSTUME ON AN ORIGINAL 
PRESS A FASHION PESIGNER FRIENP PROUPLY SHOWEP ME. ONE POINT THAT I MUST NOT FORGET TO 
MENTION IS COLICE'S THIGHS. I CAME TO THE SUPPEN REALIZATION OF THAT "EVERYONE WHO CAN PRAW 
YOUNG LAPIES WELL, PRAWS THEM WITH LARGE THIGHS'* ANP WORKEP VERY HARP AT PRAWING 
HER THIGHS LARGE BY STUPYING STUPIO PHOTOS. CBUT I WONPER IF ANYONE EVEN NOTICEP...?) 

ALL THE SAME, PRAWING YOUNG LAPIES IS FUN. I WANT TO APPLY MYSELF MUCH, MUCH MORE. 

ON A SIPE NOTE, I HEARP A RUMOR THAT COUCE GREATLY RESEMBLES A CHARACTER THAT APPEARS IN 
THE ANIME OJAMA JO POREM! CPOREMI, THE BOTHERSOME WITCH). "THAT COULPN'T BE/" I THOUGHT, 
ANP TOOK A LOOK. ...THEY PO LOOK ALIKE. BUT SINCE WHEN PIP THE NUMBER OF BOTHERSOME 
WITCHES INCREASE TO FIVE? THE LAST TIME I LOOKEP, THERE WERE SUPPOSEP TO BE ONLY THREE... 


I WILL APPLY MYSELF MUCH, MUCH HARPER. 



mew 

STRONGER 
THAN YOU 
ARE N OWH 


BECOME 
STRONGER, 
VIUBANNES. 
STRONGER THAN 
YOU ARE NOW... 


CHAPTER 17: 1 UP 





































THIS ONE 
SHOT/ 
THIS ONE 
ATTACK! 



































BECOME 
STRONGER, V/U 
BANNES / 
STRONGER 
THAN YOU ARE 
NOW... 

































































































I NEVER 
IMAGINED THAT 
NOT ONLY THE 
OIRL, BUT YOU, 
KIP, COULV USE 
CONCENTRATION 






CHAPTER 18 
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HAVE NO 
CHOICE 
BUT TO 
KILL 

I you// 
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